
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

Valentine’s Day, Mardi Gras Parade and the Spring 
Fund Raiser, means it must be February! We are in 
the midst of the 2009-2010 school year! As we look  
forward to the “warmer” spring months, may we all 
take a moment to reflect upon this special time of 
year. Why is it special?  Because time is a gift we 
can share. Take the time to tell your loved ones how 
special they are to you! Take the time to give them 
that extra hug. Take the time to encourage your 
loved one daily. In turn, that “time” will turn into 
that special moment that will be forever cherished.  

 

Spring Fundraiser 

Our Spring Fundraiser will be wrapping up by the 
time you receive this newsletter. Please have your 
orders turned in by February 5, 2010. We hope  
that everyone found their favorite cookie dough 
flavor and stocked up on it.  Those students selling 
20 items or more will get to ride in the super cool 
H2 Hummer limo and have a special lunch! We will 
be sending home a letter to let everyone know when 
the cookie dough will be delivered. Look for the  
cookie dough deliveries sometime before the Spring 
Break. As always, your PTSA Executive Board 
thanks you for your time and support of our Spring  
Fundraiser. Our parents, students and faculty always 
rise to the call of our fundraising efforts and for this 
we are forever grateful!    
 
Herndon Magnet Reflections Winners  
 
Each year our District PTA Unit sponsors a Caddo 
District Reflections Program to showcase Caddo 
Parish students’ talents. A lot of hard work by our  

students and staff go into our Herndon entries. A 
special thank you to Mrs. McCutcheon, Mrs. 
Rabalais and Mrs. Hergenrader who work to 
oversee the Reflections program for Herndon 
Magnet.  Following is the list of winners from  
Herndon Magnet that placed in our Caddo District 
competition.  Congratulations to everyone that 
entered. Those entries that made the Award of 
Excellence will go on to the LA State PTA 
competition in Baton Rouge in April!    
 
Literature                
Middle/Junior Division         
Award of Excellence              
Rachael Miller  
 
Photography  
Primary Division           Intermediate Division 
Award of Excellence           Award of Excellence 
Megan Davis                        Breanna Allen 
            
Intermediate Division          Middle/Junior Division 
Award of Merit                    Award of Excellence 
Jessica Bakalis                     Lilli Riser 
 
Visual Arts 
Intermediate Division           Middle/Junior Division   
Award of Excellence            Award of Merit  
Erin Stapleton                       Samantha Hamilton 
 
Film/Video 
Intermediate Division 
Award of Merit 
Vu Vu 
�

 
 
 

Jenna Mason receives her                 
Reflections certificate. 
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Hawk Treats Invitation 
 

You’re invited to attend the Biggest Candy Sale 
Ever!                
When:  Every Friday  
Time:     11:55-2:30  
Where:  Herndon Magnet  
All you need to bring is a good sense of humor and 
be ready to make some lifelong friends.  
Shelly Mathews  
Hawk Treat Chair  
 

Executive Board 
 

Just as one busy time of year ends, another seems to 
follow. The Executive Board provided brunch for 
the judges of both the Middle School and  
Elementary Science Fairs. We will also have had 
our 2nd quarter Honor’s Bingo party and 4.0 CiCi’s 
Pizza party.  We helped provide a tutor for 
Elementary children that needed extra help in 
getting ready for the upcoming state testing, and we 
helped with the Dibel’s testing brunch and luncheon 
that took place in  January. We also provided our 3 
new teachers, Mrs. Keri Rogers, Mrs. Marla Hyman 
and Mr. Nicolas Cunningham a new Herndon t-shirt 
and a warm Herndon welcome.    
Thank you for your patience while our new hoodies 
were on order. We try and fill your t-shirt/sweatshirt 
orders as soon as we get them and as always,  
please let us know if you have any problems or 
questions.  
Your Executive Board is busy planning for the 
many upcoming PTSA sponsored events during the 
end of the 2009-2010 school year. We look forward 
to working with you during the remaining school 
year. If you want to help at any of our upcoming 
events, please contact us and we will gladly “sign” 
you up! You will be richly rewarded!  
Let me again send out a most sincere “thank you” to 
the Herndon Magnet Executive Board. They are 
always only a phone call or email away! And 
“thank you” too, to our Herndon family for your 
continued support!   
Sherry Williams  
PTSA President 2009-2010  
 
2009/10 Herndon Magnet Executive Board  
President:                  Sherry Williams  
Treasurer:                 Connie Mason  
Secretary:                 Shelly Mathews  

1st Vice President:   Vera Dunfey  
2nd Vice President:  Leslie Currington  
3rd Vice President:   Warren Knowles  
4th Vice President:   Jamie Baughman  
5th Vice President:   Don Washington  
6th Vice President:   Becky Floyd  
7th Vice President:   Angela Leach  
School Advisor/Principle: Brenda McDonald  
 

Important Dates 
 

February 2 - Honor’s Bingo & 4.0 CiCi’s Pizza  
February 5 – End of Spring Fundraiser Cookie 
Dough Sales  
February 10 – Progress Reports Go Home  
February 11 – Elementary Jump Rope for Heart  
February 12 – Middle School Hoops for Heart 
(AM)  
February 12 – Mardi Gras Parade (PM)  
February 12 – Street Clothes Day  
February 15 – Presidents’ Day No School  
February 20 – HMS Beauty Pageant   
February 24 – K-5 Spring Pictures (Wear “Dressy” 
Clothes)  
February 25 – 6-8 Spring Pictures (Wear “Dressy” 
Clothes) 
 

Teacher of the Month 
  
February - Ms. Sandy McCutcheon 
  
$100.00 will be deposited into her classroom 
account. 
Congratulations!�� �
�

Caddo District PTA 

Visit the Caddo District PTA web site.  This site is 
filled with information for you.  
http://www.caddodistrictpta.org 

Louisiana PTA 

Visit the Louisiana PTA web site at 
"http://www.lapta.org/". This site is filled with 
many different articles and links for parents as a 
resource.  Louisiana PTA: LA PTA Convention 
April 9-10, 2010 in Baton Rouge, LA. 
 

 
 



National PTA 
 
Visit the National PTA web site at 
"http://www.pta.org/". This site is also filled with 
many resources for us as parents, teachers, and staff 
of our school systems.  National Convention June 
11-13, 2010 in Memphis, Tennessee 
 
 
 

 
Kindergarten News 

 
Well, we waited and waited, and finally...... it was 
the 100th Day of School! We counted to 100 by 2's, 
5's and 10's, put 100 dots on a dalmatian, wrote to 
100, popped 100 balloons and lots more fun 100 
Day activities. Last month, we learned about space. 
In February, we will continue our unit about the 
“World Around Us”. We will learn the names of the 
seven continents, and learn all about symbols of the 
U.S.A. and Louisiana. We have begun Theme 6 in 
reading and will send a new list of words home 
soon. Money and time will be important topics in 
math. Each student will need to be able to recognize 
each coin and its value. We will start on our special 
Awesome Author Books soon. Wow, the year has 
flown by! Kindergarteners still have lots more fun 
and learning ahead. Thanks, parents, for helping 
reinforce all of the skills at home. We couldn't do it 
without you!! Happy Valentines Day!! The 
Kindergarten Teachers 
 

 
 

Fabulous First Graders 
 
First graders have been very busy!  We all enjoyed 
a great 100 Day Celebration!  We have counted to 
100 by 2's, 5's, and 10's. We also have used our 100 
charts to make many different patterns.  Students 
will continue to use these skills throughout this 
school year and more.  Parents, please continue to 
practice these skills at home.  We have also learned 
many new math skills including fractions, shapes, 
and solid figures.  We will soon begin counting 
money and telling time.   
 
Parents, please continue to check your child's 
agenda and folder for notes, etc.  Weekly folders are 
sent home every Tuesday.  Review papers and sign 

weekly conduct chart.  Continue to practice sight 
words and read stories nightly.  We appreciate all 
that you do!  
 

Super Second Graders 
 

Second Graders are going to have a busy 3rd Nine 
Weeks of school! We will be learning about our 
presidents and our country to celebrate Presidents’ 
Day. We will also enjoy a King Cake tasting as we 
learn about and celebrate the Mardi Gras holiday. 
Students will begin subtraction drills and 2-digit 
addition and subtracting with regrouping. Continue 
reviewing addition facts daily and begin learning 
subtraction facts. In Reading, we will begin the 
fourth unit of our StoryTown series. Our weekly 
vocabulary words will increase from 8 to 10. We 
will be making vocabulary flash cards weekly for 
your child to study daily. We have already begun 
preparation for the state IOWA test that will be 
coming up in April. Look for more information 
coming home soon!  
 
 
 
 

Third Grade News 
 

First of all we want to thank our parents for helping 
with our Candy Cane Gram fundraiser.  It was a big 
hit with Herndon students, and it gave us much 
needed funds for our classrooms.  Also we have 
begun a new 9-week period, and we want to remind 
you to check agendas daily, check pencil bags for 
pencils and crayons, and sign and return Weekly 
Papers.  We are preparing for upcoming 
standardized testing, so attendance is very 
important.  Keep up the good work!  Finally please 
make note of some upcoming events and look for 
information letters and notes in the agenda about 
these events.  Remember to check Herndon’s 
Master Calendar in the agenda.     
 
1-26 Honors Assembly 
1-28 100th Day of School Celebration 
2-10 Mardi Gras mini-floats due 
2-11 Louisiana Program, 6:00 P.M. 
2-11 Valentine’s Day Celebration 
2-12 3rd Grade Mardi Gras Parade, 8:30 A.M. 

and Taste of Louisiana, 12:00 Noon 
 



Fourth Grade is Fantastic! 
 
We would like to begin by welcoming the newest 
member of our Herndon family. Mrs. Kerri Rogers 
began teaching the Monday after we returned from 
our Christmas break. She has quickly grown to love 
our 4th graders and Herndon. Congratulations go 
out to all of our 4th grade science fair winners. 
Winners include Daley Patrick, Emily Weddleton, 
Madison Campbell, Kaysie Burgess, Cody Floyd, 
Nathan Rowley, Cheyenne Sparaco, Colton 
McLendon, Madi Ebarb, Adam Spikes, Asa Poland, 
and Mackenzie Mitchell. Representing Herndon at 
the Regional Science Fair in March are Emma 
Doise, Shelby Bungard, Austin McMillon, Trace 
Washington. Congratulations to all of our students 
who made it to the science fair. We are currently 
planning our AR field trip. Information will be sent 
home. Also, each student has the opportunity to 
complete Louisiana Pass LEAP prep tests for extra 
credit in each class. This will continue through the 
3rd nine weeks. LEAP is quickly approaching. It is 
important that you make sure that your child is in 
school every day possible. Nothing can make up for 
lost class time! Thank you for your support. 

 
Fifth Grade 

 
Science Fair was a huge success!  Our students and 
parents put in such great effort.  The projects were 
outstanding!   Special thanks go to our PTSA for 
providing breakfast to the participating judges.    
 
Students continue to read, read, and read some 
more.  Those who have met their A.R. goal for the 
2nd 9 weeks will be rewarded with a special field 
trip in February.   
 
5th graders get to participate in the DARE program 
every Tuesday during their Math/Health class.    Try 
hard to be here on these days!   

 
Sixth Grade 

 
Science Fair was a big success! The judges were 
very impressed with the caliber of work they saw. 
English class continues with their novel study this 
month. Don't forget to keep up with your A.R. 
assignments! Social studies is getting ready to wrap 
up a study of the Roman Empire with a fun, creative 

project. Math is busy working toward iLEAP 
success!  
 

Seventh Grade 
 

Wow!  We have completed the first half of this 
school year, and we are now well into the second 
semester.  Please continue to monitor your child’s 
progress using Engrade.com.  Agendas continue to 
be a good method of communication between 
teachers and parents.  You may also message us 
through the Engrade website. 
Herndon’s Science Fair was a huge success.  The 
winners at the school level competition will now 
compete in the regional competition.  The Regional 
Science Fair takes place March 4 and March 5.  Set 
up for the fair will be on the 4th at the Bossier Civic 
Center, and judging will take place on the 5th. 
Your child will receive their mid nine week’s 
progress report on Wednesday, February 10.  The 
following day, February 11, we will hold our 
student led conferences for this grading period.  
Please watch for a notice which will be sent home 
on Monday Feb. 8. 
Last, but certainly not least, we are accelerating our 
test taking preparation.  ILeap testing will take 
place the week of April 12 – 16.  Please make every 
effort to have your child here every day.  We will be 
learning the remainder of all tested skills in addition 
to practicing how to become a better ‘test taker’.   
 

 
 
 

What’s Happening in Eighth Grade! 
 

This school year, LEAP testing has been split into 
two sessions.  The first session will include the 
essay portion of ELA and the constructed response 
portion of math.  These sessions will be given on 
March 23 when we return from Spring Break.  The 
remainder of the test will be given in April.  We 
encourage students to spend time at home working 
on Louisiana PASS which is an internet based 
practice and review resource.   The best part is that 
the student works at his own pace and receives 
tutorials for the questions he misses.  All students 
have accounts on this system and should be 
reviewing in grade levels 6 through 8 to prepare for 
testing.  Email us if you have any questions or need 
additional LEAP prep materials at home for your 



child.  As always, the 8th grade team is working 
hard every day to prepare your child for testing and 
we look forward to great results again this year.   
 
 
 

Elementary Gateway 
 

This month has been very exciting in the Gateway 
class. The students have been reading wonderful 
Medieval adventures, creating and building castles, 
researching topics of interests, and playing games 
that require lots of critical thinking! The fifth 
graders are reading The Castle in the Attic and the 
fourth graders are reading The Lion, the Witch, and 
the Wardrobe. The second and third graders are 
reading the Magic Tree House book, The Knight at 
Dawn. All of the students designed a coat of arms 
and are keeping a portfolio of Medieval information 
and activities. In Gateway, we enjoy and try to learn 
something new every day! 
 
Parents, please watch for information concerning 
upcoming IEP conferences. 

 
Elementary Enrichment 

 

Art –  Students have learned vocabulary that 
introduces one of our most favorite units of study.  
They are beginning still life drawings that we will 
paint later. 
 
Elementary Music –�The Herndon elementary 
students have recently completed a unit on the 
history of recorded music. The third grade students 
have also been busy putting the final touches on the 
Louisiana program for February. It has been a 
VERY active January in elementary music!  
 
Discoveries - Discoveries classes are reading books 
about famous people, creating flip books, and 
writing poetry about their famous person. 
They will be presenting them to the Kindergarten 
classes soon. 

Physical Education - Dear Parents, 

The past few weeks students in grades 4th and 5th 
have been participating in a physical fitness 
assessment.  FITNESSGRAM is a health-related 
fitness assessment developed by The Cooper 

Institute for Aerobic Research and is a researched-
based criterion referenced test.  

WHY IS FITNESS TESTING IMPORTANT?  

The FITNESSGRAM assessment is based not on 
athletic ability, but on good health.  This evaluation 
provides accurate and reliable information about 
your physical condition and how it can be 
improved.  

CAN YOUR CHILD FAIL THE 
FITNESSGRAM TEST? 

No.  FITNESSGRAM uses Healthy Fitness Zones 
(HFZ) to determine your overall physical fitness.  
These scores are not based on averages or peer 
comparisons.  The standards are set specifically for 
boys and girls of different ages using the best 
available research.  

WHAT ARE THE FITNESSGRAM TEST 
ITEMS?  

·  Pacer (15 meter shuttle run)  
·  Push-ups  
·  Curl-ups  
·  Trunk Lift  
·  BMI (appropriate of weight relative to 

height)  

 Please be looking for your child’s FITNESSGRAM 
assessment scores to be brought home in the next 
few weeks.  If you have any questions about the 
FITNESSGRAM Assessment, please contact Kay 
Stough or Sharlene Wilson at school (221-7676) or 
by email www.herndonmagnetschool.com.   

Sincerely, 

Kay Stough 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Elementary Library  AR Tips 
Once is not enough – encourage your 
child to re-read their books.  Re-reading 
helps kids read more quickly and 
accurately. 
Dig deeper into the story – ask your child 
questions about the story. 
Make books special – read with your kids 
and buy them books as gifts. 
 



Middle School Enrichments 
 
Middle School Guitar, Piano, and Band - Guitar: 
The guitar students are writing original 
compositions! You should hear them! 
Piano: The piano students are practicing from their 
method books and will soon be getting ready for the 
piano festival. 
Band: We are getting ready for the upcoming Rock 
and Roll Show! 
 
 
 
 
 
Art – Students are working on creative lettering and 
will soon begin work in their sketchbook/art 
journals.  We have a fun semester planned. 
 
Physical Education/Life Sports -�The middle 
school PE classes are working on volleyball during 
the month of January. Once again the students will 
be participating in the annual Hoops for Heart 
contest which is a fundraiser for the American Heart 
Association. Please encourage your child to donate 
for this important organization. We will be sending 
the collection envelopes home around the first of 
February. All donations will be due on or before 
January 11, 2010. Thank you for your help in 
advance. We will also be completing the post-test 
for the Fitness Gram the first part of April. Please 
continue to work with and encourage your child to 
work on their push-ups, curl-ups and their running 
to help them meet or surpass their fall scores. Test 
results will be sent home with your child after the 
tests are completed. The HMS Health Fair is also 
being planned for April 22, 2010. This will be an all 
day event that will take place during the PE classes. 
As you can see, we have a busy second semester.  
 
Bonne Année! (Happy New Year!) 
 
Beginning French - Food is still in the air …to start 
the new year: fruit & vegetables (very soon) 
…..Before celebrating Fat Tuesday – I mean Mardi 
Gras! – with the traditional “crêpes”. 
Geography will give us a chance to know more 
about French-speaking countries. To start with: 
France, …more especially, Brittany- the Western 
part of France, where “crêpes” originated from! 

Intermediate French - Games like “Scavenger 
Hunt” have been a great way to learn more 
vocabulary about fast food, using toy food items! 
French food -related songs will soon help “digest” 
some basic French grammar. Bon appétit*!  
*Enjoy your meal! 
 
Middle School Library  – Sixth Grade Country 
Research 
 

The sixth graders are busy learning how to conduct 
research as they search for print information about a 
country in general and more specific information 
about the cities of that country.  The sixth grade 
Language Arts classes will spend time in the library 
learning how to write bibliographies and note cards 
as part of the research process.  Power point 
presentations will be developed on the lap-tops 
using the information gathered from the research. 
 
Multicultural Studies  - Multicultural Studies 
students are beginning a new project. They will 
select a famous Black American then research this 
person by reading books, news articles, and the 
internet, to gather information to create a magazine 
about this person.  
 

Highstepper News 
 

The girls performed a super pom routine during 
HMS Open House and will be dancing during a 
Northwood basketball game. February is the busiest 
month of the year for the Highsteppers. The Texas 
Regional and Kilgore Rangerette competitions are 
on back to back weekends! The girls will be 
practicing almost daily to prepare. The 
Highsteppers have a history of excellence in 
competitions, and this year will be no different.  

 
Cheerleader News 

 
HMS cheerleaders were awesome at HMS Open 
House! Mrs. Arledge is very proud of you. The girls 
will also be cheering at a Northwood game Feb. 5th. 
Elementary girls, watch for upcoming info on the 
cheerleader clinic. It will be lots of fun! 
 

4-H News 
 
I would like to give a huge THANK YOU to all of 
the 4-H members that went with us to deliver ‘Santa 
cans” to the nursing home before Christmas.  It is 



always a blessing to see the expression on the 
patients’ faces as they receive their gifts.  We not 
only had enough for each and every patient, but we 
were able to take some to the fire station in Oil City 
and Vivian for the firemen to pass out to the 
community as needed.  
 
Busy, Busy, Busy……that’s what time of year it is 
for many of the Herndon 4-H members!  We want 
to wish good luck to our livestock kids that will be 
attending the District, LSU and Southern University 
shows.  Participants in the District (to be held 
January 30th @ the La. State Fairgrounds) and LSU 
(to be held on February 13th -20th in Gonzales, La.) 
are: Tommy Renick, Sawyer Sloan and Madison 
Stone. 
Participants in the Southern University Livestock 
Show (to be held March 11th – 13th in Baton Rouge, 
La.) are:  Sawyer Sloan, Hayden Moffett, Holden 
Moffett, Hunter Moffett, Austin Alexander, Brooke 
Saulsbury, Breanne Saulsbury, Braden Saulsbury, 
Alex Nygaard, Josh Nygaard, Sydney Collins, 
Hollan Elliott, Luke Hebert, Jessica West, Aaron 
Carter, Lauren Lamb, Trace Keller, Brittany 
Micheau, Allison Thomas and Parker Bevel.   There 
will be a meeting for these kids’ parents held at 
Trinity Heights Baptist Church upstairs in the gym 
on Tuesday, January 26th @ 6:00 PM.  
 

GOOD LUCK EVERYBODY! 
 

LIVESTOCK CLINIC- You asked for 
it….you’re getting it! 

February 6th @ Louisiana State Fair grounds at 
9:00 AM 

Don’t bring your animals!  Anyone interested in 
learning about beef, dairy, swine, goats, lambs, 
rabbits or poultry needs to make arrangements 

to attend! 
 

Congratulations to Breanne Saulsbury, Brooke 
Saulsbury and Dixie Risor for winning the Award 
of Excellence awarded by the Louisiana 4-H 
Foundation.  Only ½ of 1% of Louisiana 4-H 
members ever receive this award.  These girls will 
be receiving their medals at an awards ceremony on 
May 6th. 
 
Morgan Woodall was our Top Chef Challenge 
winner.  She placed 3rd with her seafood/crawfish 
dish.  GREAT JOB MORGAN!!! 
 

Tommy Renick and Ashlyn Tullis placed 3rd in the 
State Fair of Louisiana Poultry Judging Contest.  
They represented not only Herndon, but all of 
Caddo Parish.  
 
Also, don’t forget about the photography contest 
that is will be taking place in February.  Deadline 
for entries: 4:00 PM, Friday, February, 19th in the 4-
H office.  Rules and categories are on the January 4-
H newsletter your child received at the last meeting   
 
ASK YOUR CHILD ABOUT THEIR 4-H 
PROJECT WORKBOOK!!!!  THEY NEED TO BE 
WORKING ON COMPLETING THEM!!!!  THEY 
ARE DUE AT HERNDON ON WEDNESDAY, 
APRIL 14TH.   
 If you have any questions, please feel free to call 
me.  Thanks for your involvement in teaching our 
kids to be productive citizens. 
 
Kay Stough 
 
 

 
Coordinator’s Corner 

By Betty Swain 
 

Herndon is a recognized four star school and this 
year we will work even harder to improve our 
school’s score.  Students will have their chance 
again this year to shine by showing how hard they 
have worked all year in preparation of the LEAP 
and iLEAP tests. Phase 1 testing, LEAP, will be 
coming up on March 23 rd for 4th and 8th 
graders,in the areas of ELA writing and math 
constructed response items.  Phase 2 testing, 
iLEAP, will involve grades 3, 5, 6, and 7 as well as 
4th and 8th (remaining test items) during the week 
of April 12th - 16th. 
 
Enrollment for the 2010-2011 school year is 
looking very promising for new students who have 
expressed interest in attending Herndon next school 
year.  If you or someone you know is interested in 
attending Herndon for next year, please encourage 
them to fill out an application and bring or send it in 
to the office.  No testing dates or times will be 
assigned since these applications will be considered 
late, however students will continue to be placed 
after summer testing, in order to fill vacancies. 
Testing for Kindergarten students will be on 



Wednesday, February 24, 2010 at Herndon.  
Students entering 1st grade will be tested on 
Saturday, February 20th at Sout24h Highlands 
or on Saturday, February 27th at Judson.  
Students entering 2nd - 5th grades will be tested 
at Herndon on Saturday, February 20, 2010. 
 
  Some other important dates to keep in mind are 
as follows: 
All applications  received after January 14, 2010 
will be considered late. Applicants will be tested 
over the summer by the testing supervisor, as the 
need to fill vacancies arises. 
Placement  letters will be mailed out on April 16, 
2010. 
Contracts will be signe d at registration on April 
29-30, 2010. 
 
  In order for your child’s registration to be 
complete, you must provide an original 
certificate of immunizations (which must state at 
the top, “State of Louisiana Universal Certificate 
of Immunizations” OR “Louisiana Student 
Health Record”), a copy of your child’s social 
security card, a copy of your child’s birth  
certificate, a copy of your child’s last report card 
and a copy of any standardized test scores.  You 
will then sign a contract with us and fill out a 
registration form.  Your child cannot be 
registered without these documents being 
completed.  After two weeks students will forfeit 
their placement, if registration has not been 
completed. 
 
 
 
 
 
From the Elementary Counselor 
Judi Gaharan, NCC, NCSC 
 

A New Year--- A New Beginning 
Two Thousand Ten is here! And it is a great time 
for you and your child to make a fresh start. For 
example, why not make the second half of the 
school year better than the first? Here are some New 
Year’s resolutions from parents determined to 
make 2010 a great year for their children. After 
you read them, write down a few of your own to 
help your child.  

START WITH GOOD READING HABITS “We 
have heard over and over how much reading skills 
can be improved by regular read- aloud times. But 
we never made them part of our schedule. We’ve 
agreed to read to Kelly every night at bed time---
even if it’s only five minutes.  We’re also going to 
make a weekly trip to the library so she can choose 
her own books.” 
MAKE SCHOOL A PRIORITY “I’ve decided not 
to let TV and video games take up so much of my 
kids’ time this year. Ten hours a week will be the 
limit. And on weekdays, homework must be done 
first!” 
SHOW THEM YOU CARE “This year, Javier‘s 
going to know how much I care about his education. 
First, I’m going to stay in touch with his teacher by 
writing notes in his Agenda. I’ll also ask him about 
his day, look over his homework, and read papers 
he brings home. Finally, I’m going to tell him how 
proud I feel when he tries his best.” 
PUT GOALS IN WRITING! “We used to talk 
about our goals each New Year, but we soon forgot 
about them. This year- , we put our goals in writing-
-- like a contract. Craig has agreed to raise his math 
grade, and Madison promises not to call friends 
until home work is done. Every few weeks, we’ll sit 
down as a family to see how we are doing.” 
 

PARENT QUIZ 
 

Do you know the telephone number of the school 
by memory? 

 
Do you know the names of your child’s teachers 
and subjects that they teach? 
 
Do you know your child’s teachers’room numbers? 
 
Do you know the planning time of your child’s 
teachers? 
Do you know the academic strengths and 
weaknesses of your child? 
 
Do you know the purpose of the Herndon Magnet 
Agenda? 
 

Middle School Counselor 
 

Herndon’s Middle School Counselor Michael T. 
Moore.  Here at Herndon we have an Open Door 
policy for our students and parents, so feel free to 
come by or call me if you have questions or 
concerns. 



News: 
 

1. High School applications are available in the 
Middle School Counselor’s office. 

2. Current report cards and last standardized 
test scores are available from the Middle 
School Counselor. 

 
Test taking tips to remember: 
 

1. Study before the test. 
2. Get a good night sleep the night before the 

test. 
3. Eat a good breakfast the day of the test. 
4. Think positive. 
5. Pay close attention to what the test 

administrator says. 
6. Read and follow all directions. 
7. Stay on the correct question with the correct 

answer. 
8. Read each question and answer completely 

before making a selection. 
9. Check your work. 
10. Remove any stray pencil marks. 

 
On the LDE Website 
(http://www.doe.state.la.us/lde/audiences/parents
.html) 
 
“GOOD LUCK TO All OF YOU” 

 
It’s Not Too Late! 

(We Are Still Accepting Applications) 
Parents:  You may have missed the January 14th 
deadline for getting your child’s magnet school 
application in, but not to worry.  Herndon is still 
taking applications for the 2010-2011 school year 
enrollment.   However, late applicants will be 
scheduled for testing by our Magnet School 
Supervisor, Ms. Julie Scruggs, at Caddo Parish 
School Board.  
 Current Herndon 5th graders do not have to take a 
placement test to be accepted in our middle school 
program. We will look at your child’s report card 
and review his or her academic status. If they meet 
all of the criteria for entrance into the middle school 
magnet program, they will qualify and be accepted 
as a 6th grade student at Herndon.  However, 
Herndon 5th grade students who wish to attend 

another magnet school must submit an application 
and take the entrance exam.   
We look forward to providing your child with a 
well rounded and wholesome education.  We 
welcome any opportunity to chat with you about the 
wonderful educational opportunities we can provide 
your child at Herndon.  So, feel free to stop by for a 
visit or to call us at 221-7676. 
 
Katie Cross 
Assistant Principal of Instruction 

 
From the APA – 
I have bulleted a few tips and reminders below for 
the start of 2010. 
 
• Please make sure your information sheets are 
correct in the office.  If any phone numbers or 
addresses have changed, please make us aware. 
 
• Remember, we can only allow a bus change for a 
childcare situation, not for a sleep over or a birthday 
party.  Also, if we allow your child to ride a bus 
other than their own, we can only do so if there is 
enough room on that bus.  If your child is the one 
that places the number of riders over the limit, he or 
she will have to be put on the bus they normally 
ride. 
 
• Speaking of buses, please remind your child that 
all school rules and expectations apply on the bus. 
Please remind your child to be respectful and 
comply with the driver the first time. 
 
• Understand and enforce school rules and 
expectations at home.  It is always a good idea to 
review the "Blue Book" and the Herndon Agenda 
regularly, especially about "Street Clothes Day."  
Also, the agenda is to be signed every night. 
 
• Address concerns or questions honestly, openly, 
and early. 
 
Together, we can make the second semester the best 
ever!   
      
 -  Tom R. Thomas 
�
�
�
�
�
�



  
    A Message from Mrs. McDonald…  

 

 
AT&T/SUPRIYA JINDAL FOUNDATION GRANT 

 
The first grade classes at Herndon have been awarded a grant from AT&T and the Supriya Jindal 
Foundation totaling approximately $22,000.  Each teacher has received an ActivBoard, laptop, and a 
projector.  They will soon receive a program with a year’s worth of math and science lesson plans that 
are correlated to the GLEs, and training for all of this equipment.  Mrs. Jindal will be at Herndon on 
February 3, to make the formal presentation.  Congratulations first grade! 
 
 
 
 
 

LUNCH MONEY LOANS 
 

Students owing lunch money to the office must settle their debts as soon as possible.  Our fund is low 
and we need repayment in order to continue to be able to loan money. 
 
 
 
 
 

PARTIAL CREDIT FOR MISSED WORK 

In order to comply with a recent law passed by Louisiana lawmakers, the Caddo Parish School Board 
has implemented a policy dealing with students receiving partial credit for work missed during a 
suspension.  Herndon Magnet School will comply with the policy in the following manner:  When a 
student is out of class due to a suspension, he/she will be given an opportunity to earn 50% credit for 
work that was missed during the suspension.     

 

 

TEST PREPARATION 

The first day of school was the first day of test preparation at Herndon Magnet School, and now is the 
time to begin intensive preparation activities.  Class activities each week, will include this intensive 
preparation.  Please discuss with your student what he or she is doing to better prepare for LEAP and 
iLEAP testing. 
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Caddo Parish School Board 
Mission Statement 

 
 
 

In the Caddo Parish Public School System our mission is to improve the 
academic achievement of students and overall district effectiveness. We have 
high expectations for everyone – students, teachers, administrators, parents, 
community volunteers and support groups. 
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